Application for Licensure or Licensure Renewal

Examinations Committee, Central Carolina Presbytery, PCA

To apply for Licensure or Licensure Renewal: 

1) Contact the Chairman of the Examinations Committee. His name and contact information are available on the CCP website, www.ccpca.net.

2) Read page two of this Application, for the BCO guidelines regarding Licensure.

3) Complete this Application, make a copy for yourself, and send a copy by e-mail attachment or regular mail, to the Chairman of the Examinations Committee.

4) Complete the Licensure Exam, which the Chairman will send to you.

5) Meet with the Examinations Committee to review your exam.

6) Meet with the Presbytery to be orally examined and approved for Licensure or Licensure Renewal.

For more information, go to the web site, and the Examinations Committee link. Print for yourself a copy of “General Information” and “Requirements for Candidates, Interns, Licentiates and Ordinands.”  This will give you an overview of the entire process and the requirements for each stage of candidacy.

Name: _________________________ E-Mail: _________________ Phone: ________________ 

Applying for Licensure? ___ Licensure Renewal? ___ If Renewal, date 1st Licensed __________

Licensure
Book of Church Order

BCO 19-1 To preserve the purity of the preaching of the Gospel, no man is permitted to preach in the pulpits of the Presbyterian Church in America on a regular basis without proper licensure from the Presbytery having jurisdiction where he will preach…  …A ruling elder, a candidate for the ministry, a minister from some other denomination, or some other man may be licensed for the purpose of regularly providing the preaching of the Word upon his giving satisfaction to the Presbytery of his gifts and passing the licensure examination.

BCO 19-2 Examination for Licensure. 
The examination for licensure shall be as follows:

a. Give a statement of his Christian experience and inward call to preach the Gospel in written form and/or orally before the Presbytery (at the discretion of the Presbytery):

b. Be tested with a written and/or oral examination by the Presbytery (at the discretion of the Presbytery) for his:

1. basic knowledge of Biblical doctrine as outlined in the Confession of Faith and L&S Catechisms.

2. practical knowledge of the Bible content.

3. basic knowledge of the government of the Presbyterian Church in America as defined in the BCO.  

c. Be examined orally before Presbytery for his views in the areas outlined in part b above.

d. Provide his written sermon on an assigned passage of Scripture embodying both explanation and application, and present orally his sermon or exhortation before Presbytery or before a committee of Presbytery.

No Presbytery shall omit any of these parts of examination except in extraordinary cases; and whenever a Presbytery shall omit any of these parts, it shall always make a record of the reasons therefore, and of the trial parts omitted.

BCO 19-6 The license to preach the Gospel shall expire at the end of four years.  The Presbytery may, if it thinks proper, renew it without further examination.  The licentiate must apply for renewal prior to expiration.  If the license expires, the stated clerk shall report the expiration to the Presbytery and to the individual's Session, and such action shall be recorded in the minutes.  The procedures of BCO 19-2 must be followed for re-licensure and such fact shall be recorded in the minutes.  The license may be terminated at any time by a simple majority vote of the issuing Presbytery.  The Presbytery shall always record its reasons for this action in its minutes.

BCO 22-5,6 In order to provide necessary changes in pastorates, a temporary relation may be established between a church and a minister called Stated Supply.  If a church is unable to secure a regular pastor or a Stated Supply, then the Session with approval of Presbytery may establish a temporary relation between the church and a licentiate called Student Supply or Ruling Elder Supply.  Such temporary relationships can take place at the invitation of the church Session to the minister of the Word, the licentiate, or the ruling elder.  The length of the relationship will be determined by the Session and the minister, the licentiate, or the ruling elder, with the approval of the Presbytery.  Stated supply, student supply, or ruling elder supply relationships will be for no longer than one year, renewable at the request of the Session and at the review of the Presbytery.
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